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GENESIS Lesson 12 – 1/20/19 

The Call of Abraham Continued 

12:4: So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot 

went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he 

departed out of Haran. 

12:5: And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all 

their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had 

gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; 

and into the land of Canaan they came. 

12:6: And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, 

unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 

Last week we started on the call of Abraham, but we didn’t get too far 

as we looked at Matt. 23:9, the verse that says, “Call no man your 

father upon earth.” And we showed that this verse is in reference to 

calling anyone God, i.e. God the Father. 

For Abraham is a father to both the Jews and to the Arabs, and to us he 

is a father, for his faith was a type of our faith. 

And God appeared to Abram and commanded three things of him: He 

called him out of his land, out of his kindred and out of his father’s 

house and told him to go to a land he did know. 

When God calls you, He requires you leave this world behind, and He 

calls you to unknown works; works that He Himself has prepared. 

When we come to verse 4 we notice something odd, we are told that 

Abram departed out of Haran. 
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Today Haran is a town in Southern Turkey, near the Syrian border, 

about 50 miles east of the Euphrates River. 

But I thought Abram was called out of Ur of the Chaldees? He was, so 

why did he settle in Haran? We know Abram settled in Haran because 

the Bible tells us in verse 5 that when he left, he took with him “…their 

substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in 

Haran…” 

This is an example of delayed obedience. Abram’s failure was twofold; 

he took dad and nephew and went to the land of Haran instead. 

And God appears to Abram a second time (Gen. 12:4), and repeats his 

directive. The details of the first call is given to us in Acts 7. 

Acts 7:2: And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of 

glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in 

Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, 

Acts 7:3: And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 

kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. 

Acts 7:4: Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in 

Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him 

into this land, wherein ye now dwell. 

So why did Abram stop in Haran? Could it be that his father who was 

old got sick and they had to pause, or stop along the way to take care of 

his dad? 

When God called Abram, He to told him to leave everyone behind; but 

he didn’t we know that his dad Terah and his nephew Lot went along 

for the journey. 
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So Abraham left for a second time, and this time he ends up in 

Shechem, here spelled Sichem. 

Today the city of Nablus exists in the location of the Biblical Shechem. 

We are also told that the Canaanite was then in the land. Canaan is 

entrenched in the Promised Land. The Canaanite is not supposed to 

there, but he is. 

The Promised Land 

You can see the extent of the land God promised the Israelites. And the 

reason why there is no peace in the Middle East is because the 

Israelites have not possessed the land God gave them. The only time 

Israel has peace was under the reign of Solomon. 
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1Ki:4:24: For he had dominion over all the region on this side the river, 

from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on this side the river: and 

he had peace on all sides round about him. 

The boundaries of Israel are the River of Egypt (not the Nile), the 

Mediterranean Sea (Great Sea in the Bible), the entering in of Hamath, 

the Euphrates River, and the desert in the East. 

Acts 7:5: And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to 

set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a 

possession and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. 

God gave the land as an inheritance to children of Abraham (the Jews). 

What is an inheritance? It is something you receive from your parents 

or relatives that is not yours, it is theirs and they give it to you. 

12:7: And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed 

will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who 

appeared unto him. 

This the second time the Lord appears to Abram, and this the first time 

God uses the word “seed.” This not the spiritual seed of Abram, but the 

physical seed, his actual descendants. 

And we notice this time, that Abram builds an altar to the Lord, he did 

not do this the first time the Lord appeared. 

12:8: And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of 

Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on 

the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called 

upon the name of the LORD. 



5 
 

In Bethel, which means “House of God,” Abram builds yet another altar 

and this time he calls upon the name of the Lord. This is first mention of 

a man building an altar to God since Noah (Gen. 8:20). 

As you study the life of Abraham, you will notice that Abram first obeys, 

and as he keeps obeying God becomes more and more real to him. And 

Abram’s faith in God increases to the point he is willing to sacrifice his 

son to God believing that God would raise him up from the dead. 

Abram in Egypt 

12:9: And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 

12:10: And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down 

into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land. 

Right after Abram builds an altar to God he decides to head south, this 

is the wrong direction. We know what it means when we hear the 

expression, “Things are going south!” 

The Lord is not mentioned again until verse 17, usually when things go 

south in your life, it is because God is not in the picture. We may think 

He is, but He is not. 

And where did Abram end up? In Egypt; this is the first mention of 

Egypt. Egypt is a type of the world, when the Christian leaves God out, 

he eventually ends up back into the world. 

So why did Abram decide to go Egypt? Because there a famine in the 

land, and instead of trusting God and letting God see him through this 

famine, Abram took matters into his own hand. This famine was sent by 

God to test Abram, and Abram failed the test. Keep in mind Abram was 
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in the Promised Land! God led him here, and don’t you think God could 

have taken care of him? Aren’t we like Abram? 

There are thirteen famines in the Bible: i. Gen. 12:10, ii. 26:1, iii. 41-47; 

iv. Ruth 1:1; v. 2 Sam. 21:1; vi. 1 Kings 18:2 (see also Luke 4:25); vii. 2 

Kings 6:25, viii. 8:1, ix. 25:3 (see also Jer. 52:4-6); x. Amos 8:11 (a 

famine of the word of God); xi. Acts 11:28; xii. Rev. 6:6–8, xiii. 18:8. 

A dearth at the time of Elisha is mentioned in 2 Kings 4:38 and also 

during Nehemiah’s day in Neh. 5:3 

Other places where a scarcity of food is mentioned: Jer. 14:1-6 and Joel 

1:1-20. 

We also told that in the last days right before the Second Coming there 

would famines in the earth. 

Matt. 24:7: For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, 

in divers places. 

12:11: And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into 

Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou 

art a fair woman to look upon: 

12:12: Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see 

thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they 

will save thee alive. 

12:13: Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me 

for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. 

12:14: And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, 

the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair. 
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12:15: The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her 

before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 

12:16: And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, 

and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she 

asses, and camels. 

12:17: And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great 

plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife. 

Right before Abram is about to enter Egypt he commits an abomination 

before God. Sins always precede your sojourn into the world. Little sins 

add up and eventually you end up in Egypt. One sin leads to another. 

Proverbs 12:22: Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that 

deal truly are his delight. 

Proverbs 6:16: These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an 

abomination unto him: 

Proverbs 6:17: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed 

innocent blood, 

A Christian doesn’t wake up one day and say, “Today, I think I am going 

to go into the world and live like the devil.” 

Abram was willing to lie and risk have his wife taken from him, so he 

could live. I could imagine how Sarai felt; Abram was not going to 

protect her. So they went to Egypt and the inevitable happened. 

One commentator said, “Men fall in love in what they see, women fall 

in love in what they hear.” 
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Pharaoh (this is a title) saw Sarai and how beautiful she was and 

decided to take her to be his wife, but the Lord plagued him. And not 

only him, but his entire house. 

Here is a lesson, do not take a woman that does belong to you; you will 

be plagued. And your sin will not only affect you, but others around you 

too. 

Rom. 14:7: For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 

himself. 

We do not sin in isolation, the drunk driver risks killing himself and 

other innocent bystanders. 

Proverbs 6:27-29: 27 Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes 

not be burned? 28 Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be 

burned? 29 So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever 

toucheth her shall not be innocent. 

And we see that Pharaoh treated Abram pretty good, in Pharaoh’s eye 

Abram would be his future brother-in-law. But God would not have any 

of this. Sarai carried the promised of Eve; she was to be a direct 

descendant of the promised see. 

12:18: And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou 

hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife?  

12:19: Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to 

me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. 

12:20: And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they 

sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had. 
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But God was watching over Abram, he plagued Pharaoh for taking 

Sarai. 

The fruit of Abram’s sojourn in Egypt is the almost loss of his wife, 

another wife (Hagar), a curse on a nation (Egypt), rebuke for lying, and 

future problems. 

Arthur W. Pink in his commentary on Genesis summarizes the lessons 

we learn the life of Abram thus far as follows: 

1. The call of Abram also comes to each one of God’s believing 

children—a call for absolute confidence in God; a call to take Him at His 

word and step out in simple and unquestioning faith; the call to 

separate ourselves from the world to a life of pilgrimage in dependency 

upon Jehovah.  

2. Abram’s faith was tested; our faith will be tested. Profession must be 

tested and at times the meal in the barrel is very low. The failure of 

Abram is a solemn warning against being occupied with circumstances 

instead of with God. Look not at the famine but unto God’s faithfulness. 

3. Beware of going down to Egypt. The friendship of the world is enmity 

with God. Time spent in Egypt is wasted. Days lived without 

communion with God produce nothing but “wood, hay and stubble.” 

4. As you see in the failures of Abram, a record of our own sad history, 

marvel anew at the long sufferance of God which deals in such infinite 

patience and grace with His erring and ungrateful children. 


